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For Immediate Release 

Ballet Academy East Announces New Pre-Professional Division Leadership 

Jenna Lavin Named Artistic Director 
Stacey Calvert Promoted to Artistic Advisor 

 
New York, NY (January 28, 2022) – Julia Dubno, Founder and Director of Ballet Academy East (BAE), 
today announced the appointment of new leadership. Jenna Lavin will assume the role of Artistic 
Director effective May 2022 upon the departure of current, longtime Artistic Director, Darla Hoover, at 
the end of April. Additionally, Ms. Dubno has appointed Stacey Calvert to the newly created position of 
Artistic Advisor.  
 
Jenna Lavin will oversee the day-to-day operations of the BAE Pre-Professional Division and continue her 
daily teaching schedule and choreographic work. In addition, she will work collaboratively with Ms. 
Dubno to create long-term opportunities to further develop the Pre-Professional Division and enrich the 
lives of BAE’s students.  
 
Ms. Lavin is currently the Principal of the Pre-Professional Division. She has been with BAE for 19 years 
serving in various roles, including teacher, administrator, and choreographer. 
 
Ms. Dubno says, “As a proficient dance educator and proven leader who has worked for BAE for nearly 
twenty years, Ms. Lavin’s experience and knowledge of BAE make her the ideal professional to assume 
the duties of Artistic Director. Her dedication to our students and enthusiasm for our school will 
continue in this role.” 
 
Ms. Lavin says, “I am thrilled to be named Artistic Director of the Ballet Academy East Pre-Professional 
Division! It is a great honor to accept the baton from Darla Hoover and continue BAE’s mission of guiding 
our beautiful students toward their highest potential. I already feel the loving support of the BAE 
community, especially our magnificent faculty and our newly appointed Artistic Advisor, Stacey Calvert. 
As I step into the role of Artistic Director, I bring with me my passion for ballet, devotion to teaching, 
deep appreciation for hard work and strong belief that a nurturing, diverse, and loving environment is 
where we all flourish.”   
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Stacey Calvert has been on the faculty of BAE since 2019. In Calvert’s role as Artistic Advisor, she will 
support the work of Ms. Lavin as well as maintain a full teaching schedule. In addition, she will create a 
program designed to guide graduating senior students toward their career goals. “BAE students have 
gone on to dance professionally in companies throughout the country and the world. Ms. Calvert 
understands the unique needs of dancers who want to pursue a career in ballet. She will create this new 
program with the aim of preparing dancers for success not only in ballet, but wherever life takes them,” 
explains Ms. Dubno. 
 
Ms. Calvert says, “I’m honored and thrilled to take on a leadership role as Artistic Advisor at Ballet 
Academy East. Working with Jenna Lavin and the brilliant BAE faculty and staff to teach and support 
young dancers in their training and development is an incredible opportunity. I’m excited to share the 
knowledge that has been passed on to me and the skills that I have gained throughout my career. It is 
vitally important to me to continue the outstanding program that Darla Hoover and Julia Dubno have 
created and to nurture our students to go on to excel in their professional dance careers as well as in life 
beyond ballet.” 
 
BAE is New York City’s leading center for complete ballet education. BAE offers comprehensive training 
by an accomplished faculty in an environment that encourages professional and personal success. The 
school’s accomplished faculty lead programs that nurture students’ physical and emotional well-being, 
build technical skills and develop artistry. 
 
Today’s announcement comes as a result of Darla Hoover’s appointment to Chair of Faculty for the 
School of American Ballet effective in June 2022. 
 
“During Darla’s 25 years at BAE, she made immeasurable contributions to the success of our school. She 
also touched the lives of thousands of students, instilling her values of excellence, hard work and 
dedication in them,” says Ms. Dubno. Jenna, Stacey, and the entire BAE faculty share the same passion 
for ballet, commitment to spreading kindness, and dedication to nurturing young artists. I 
enthusiastically welcome our Jenna and Stacey to their new roles!”  
 

### 
 
About Jenna Lavin  
Jenna Rae Lavin is originally from Queens, New York. She began her ballet training with Mme. Gabriela 
Darvash and Jody Fugate. She later graduated from the School of American Ballet, where she studied 
with such teachers as Alexandria Danilova, Antonina Tumkovsky and Stanley Williams.  
 
Ms. Lavin began her professional career at 17 when she was invited to join the Chicago City Ballet, under 
the direction of Maria Tallchief. Ms. Lavin also danced with the Atlanta Ballet, directed by Robert 
Barnett, for seven years. Ms. Lavin was a principal dancer with the Nashville Ballet and spent eight 
summers as a member of the Chautauqua Ballet Company, under the direction of Jean-Pierre 
Bonnefoux. She is a former member of Miami City Ballet, under the direction of Edward Villella, where 
she danced principal roles in many of George Balanchine’s ballets and worked with numerous 
choreographers, such as Alonzo King, Lisa de Ribere and Stanton Welch.  



Ms. Lavin has been on faculty at BAE since 2003, teaching in the Pre-Professional Division and was 
promoted to the position of Principal in 2016. Ms. Lavin has also choreographed more than 20 ballets 
for BAE. She is married to Cornel Crabtree, and they are the proud parents of three boys – Sky, Grayson 
and Cooper. 
 
About Stacey Calvert 
Stacey Calvert was born and raised in Columbia, South Carolina, and began her ballet training at the 
Calvert-Brodie School of Dance, studying with her mother and godmother. In 1980, Ms. Calvert entered 
the School of American Ballet, the official school of the New York City Ballet—and remained there for 
three years. She joined New York City Ballet’s corps de ballet in 1983. In 1992, Ms. Calvert joined William 
Forsythe’s Frankfurt Ballet. She returned to New York City Ballet in the winter of 1993. Ms. Calvert was 
promoted to the rank of soloist in 1994, dancing with the New York City Ballet for 17 years. 
 
Ms. Calvert began teaching full time in the dance department at the University of South Carolina in 
2003. She held the positions of Distinguished Artist in Residence, Associate Artistic Director for the USC 
Dance Company and Director of Curriculum for the after-school program at USC. In addition to Ms. 
Calvert’s position at Ballet Academy East, she is also a répétiteur for the George Balanchine Trust. 
 
About Ballet Academy East 
Founded in 1979 by Julia Dubno, Ballet Academy East is home to aspiring dancers of all ages in its Young 
Dancer, Primary, Enrichment, Pre-Professional and Adult Divisions. The school’s Pre-Professional 
Division combines comprehensive ballet training with professional-caliber performance opportunities to 
prepare students for success in the dance world. BAE’s proven syllabus, based on the teachings of 
Marcia Dale Weary, creates technically strong, artistically expressive dancers who can adapt to the 
broad range of styles required of today’s professional dancers. In addition to out-going Artistic Director, 
Darla Hoover, incoming Artistic Director, Jenna Lavin, and incoming Artistic Advisor, Stacey Calvert, the 
acclaimed faculty includes Charles Askegard, Maxim Beloserkovsky, Cynthia Birdwell, Olga Dvorovenko, 
Gonzalo Garcia, Joseph Malbrough, Tara Mora, Francis Patrelle, Juan Carlos Peñuela, Elizabeth Walker 
and Cheryl Yeager.  
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